
November 11, 2020

Action Required - Make Your Child's 3rd 6 Weeks'
Instructional Program Choice

Last week HISD shared that parents would not need to do anything if they wanted to keep their
child in the same learning mode they had signed up for the 2nd six weeks. However, it appears
HISD made the student instructional mode choice blank for the 3rd six weeks.

Please log into the HISD Parent Connect and record your child(ren)'s learning choice (in-
person or virtual). Then, consent to a virtual signature and click submit on the bottom right.
The front o�ce staff will call all families that have not made a choice on Friday. We must have
the most accurate numbers to create the classrooms and staff the grade levels.

Please click on this link : HISD Connect Parent Portal "Forms" section

Thank you for your immediate attention to this important matter. This instructional choice will
be valid from Monday, December 7 - Friday, January 29.

Parents are welcome to email our school secretary, Zonia Flores, at
zonia.�ores@houstonisd.org if they need assistance in recording their child's instructional
choice.

Health and Safety Above All Else

http://houstonisd.org/parentportal
mailto:zonia.flores@houstonisd.org


HISD has a VERY broad de�nition of a presumed positive COVID case – you only need to
exhibit symptoms with no COVID testing. Look at the symptom list and you will notice many
of the common cold symptoms will trigger a presumed positive designation.

Children that are sick, regardless of a temperature, need to stay home. Previously, the nurse’s
message was if there’s no fever, but sni�es and a sore throat, the child could be at school.
Now, those symptoms qualify as a presumed positive COVID case.

HISD is considering any individual exhibiting one or more symptoms of COVID-19 as
presumed positive. Please do not send your child to school if exhibiting the symptoms shown
below.

COVID-19 symptoms:
* Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.00 F
* Loss of taste or smell
* Cough
* Di�culty breathing
* Shortness of breath
* Fatigue
* Headache
* Chills
* Sore throat
* Congestion or runny nose
* Shaking or exaggerated shivering
* Signi�cant muscle pain or ache
* Diarrhea
* Nausea or vomiting

We have lots of folks under our roof every day. For the health and safety of ALL students,
faculty, and staff, it is very important that children stay home when they are ill. Students who
have thrown up during the night or who are running a fever cannot be sent school. If your
student complains of and exhibits any COVID19 related symptoms, they will be sent home to
quarantine for 10 days.

Smile Please! - Virtual and In-Person Students

Fall Picture Day is here! While this school year may look a little different, Photo Texas
Photography is still committed to helping you capture your student’s most important
moments! All students will be photographed on Tuesday, November 17th. In-person students
will have their picture taken during the day.

We encourage our virtual students to come have their picture taken for our yearbook. Staff will
screen virtual students through the main entrance and carpool lane, while parents wait in the
car. Please have your student wear a mask and arrive on TIME. Students must keep their
masks on until directed by the photographer to remove it and follow all social distancing
signs and guidelines. Parents with siblings are asked to bring both students during their
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VIRTUAL STUDENTS SCHEDULE
Students may enter the building through the front o�ce doors in the bus lane or the car pool
lane doors. Parents will need to stay in the car and wait for their child to return.

SpEd, PK, K - 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
1st - 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
2nd - 10:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
3rd - 11:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
4th - 11:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
5th - 12:30 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Students DO NOT need to follow dress code guidelines on picture day.

Due to COVID19, Photo Texas Photography has gone paperless, if you would like to place an
order, follow the link listed below.

Pre-Order your school pictures now!

On the top left of the webpage, click on the month your school’s photos are being taken.
Find your school within the list, and click on the logo or View Gallery
Enter your email address, and begin your order!

Learn about Texas Photography's COVID19 protocols.

HISD Parents Asked to Complete Student Information
Verification Form

With the 2020-2021 school year in full swing, it is important that all HISD parents complete the
Student Information Veri�cation to ensure student information is accurate and up to date.

Please make sure your email contacts and phone numbers are correct to ensure you're
receiving the Paw Prints and other important messages from the school.

The form will be available on the HISD Connect Parent Portal from Monday, Oct. 26 to Friday,
Nov. 13.

The Student Information Veri�cation application will allow parents the opportunity to verify or
update their information such as home address, phone numbers, email addresses, and
emergency contacts so they can stay connected with their student’s school.

If a parent indicates that their home address has changed, the campus will contact the parent
to obtain updated proof of address documentation.

https://vando.imagequix.com/P9M6G96?code=PTPUC&keyword=PTPUC
https://www.phototexasphotography.com/covid19
https://hisdconnect.houstonisd.org/public/


Parents who have not set up their HISD Connect Parent Portal account and do not have their
access code may contact their student’s school to obtain their student’s access ID.

As a reminder, the HISD Connect Parent Portal is a tool to track information related to
students’ schedules, grades, attendance, academic history, and more.

Third 6 Weeks - What Will It Look Like?

In-person and virtual students will continue with the same lunch and ancillary times. We can't
guarantee that students will have the same teacher as student assignments are based on
numbers. Once we receive the numbers for in-person and virtual choices, then we determine
how many teachers and classes are needed for in-person and virtual learning for each grade
level. Next, we meet with each grade level's teachers to determine who will teach virtually or
in-person. Our goal is to keep the same classes together. However, if more people select
virtual or in-person than last time, our teacher assignments will have to change.

1st - 4th Grades GT Testing - Save the Dates!

First - fourth grade in-person and virtual students whose parents have requested GT testing
will need to the save the dates for the upcoming testing window. You will receive speci�c
dates and times from your child's teacher.

1st and 2nd grades - Tuesday, November 17 - Friday, November 20
3rd and 4th grades - Monday, November 30 - Friday, December 4
.

5th Grade GT Testing - Save the Dates

Fifth grade in-person and virtual students will take the GT Universal assessments on
Thursday, November 12th and Friday, November 13th at Bush Elementary. You have received
speci�c times from your child's teacher. 

5th grade students already identi�ed as GT will not be taking these assessments and will be
participating in their regular in-person or virtual instruction on those days.

PK Lottery 2021 - 2022

On September 19, HISD School Choice opened up the system to apply for the PK lottery for the
2021-2022 school year. The Bush PK program is only for families that are already enrolled at
Bush Elementary and have another child that will be 4 on or before September 1, 2021.
Students must meet PK eligibility requirements such as being economically disadvantaged or
qualifying as English as a Second Language.



The site will accept applications from September 19, 2020 - April 30, 2021. Families will be
noti�ed by HISD School Choice on May 20 if their child was accepted into Bush Elementary's
PK program or if their child is on the waitlist. Go to HISDChoice.com to apply. Bush
Elementary's PK program is only one class with 22 students that must be comprised of
siblings of currently enrolled Bush students. The only way to apply for and be part of the
lottery for Bush Elementary's PK program is to apply online at the address shared above.

Bobcat Birthdays

Ms. Rose would like to wish a very special birthday to:

Ben S. who turned 9 years old on November 9th and is a third
grader in Ms. Dow's class.

Happy Birthday and Welcome to the Bush Birthday Book Club!

The Parent Institute

Planner - November 20.pdf drive.google.com

Helping Children Learn - Novem… drive.google.com

SPECTACULAR SCIENCE

The Spectacular Science Word for the week of November 9th
is properties.

Safe Morning Arrival

https://s.smore.com/u/119ff716f68d478226c5997821b0a36e.png
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17I8wYkfwBvjqYQKPW6DpvIlBp5f9MGdl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J50tWt-bTfq3fW0MI8UcDxJ0qbx2UbOh/view?usp=sharing
https://s.smore.com/u/94ceb4e7df2abaf9504ea3718b4664f7.png


Morning carpool is moving smoothly. We are now taking student temperatures outside of the
car and this is helping move the arrival carpool line.

We can still make the process quicker and still stay safe. Please make sure your child:
Is wearing his/her mask.
Opens the car door as soon as your car has come to a complete stop.
Is prepared to say the his/her last name, and �rst name.

In the true walker/biker line, please remember these simple tips:

Stand 6 feet apart
Wear a mask over your nose and mouth
Have your child prepared to say the grade, last name, and �rst name.

Dismissal Reminders

Dismissal is no longer �rst come, �rst serve. There are set dismissal times to ensure a safe
and healthy release of students to the carpool lane.

Second and third grade parents do not need to arrive before 2:45 p.m. If you do arrive before
your time, then park on Park Bayou Drive, but NOT Westerloch Drive.

PK parents are the only parents that may park in the carpool lane starting at 2:00 p.m.

Kindergarten and First Grade parents may park on Westerloch Drive, outside the carpool
lane at the driveway that goes into the grass starting at 2:15 p.m.

Fourth and �fth grade are dismissed from the bus lane starting at 2:40 p.m.

HISD launches COVID-19 Dashboard to Track Confirmed
Cases

“As we navigate this pandemic together, we want to ensure that we are transparent as we
provide crucial updates,” HISD Interim Superintendent Grenita Lathan said. “This new
dashboard will give our staff members and families the information they need in an accessible
and easy-to-use way to make informed decisions.”
The dashboard was developed using Texas Education Agency guidelines for reporting COVID-
19. It will be updated daily, allowing users to review student and staff data by location and
districtwide. It also includes a map to visibly show where cases are throughout the district.
The district will strictly follow all applicable privacy laws as it relates to the release of
personal health information.

To view the COVID-19 dashboard, go to https://www.houstonisd.org/COVID19Dashboard

https://www.houstonisd.org/COVID19Dashboard


Deadline for 3rd 6 Weeks Learning
Mode
When

Friday, Nov. 13th, 9am
Where

This is an online event.
More information
Make your choice by logging into the Parent Connect portal.

Smile Please! Save The Date!
When

Tuesday, Nov. 17th, 8am-2pm
Where

13800 Westerloch Drive
Houston, TX
More information
Save the Date! Individual Picture Day is November 17th and we
are looking forward to having all of our Bush Bobcats included
in our yearbook. In an effort to practice social distancing,
virtual students will receive speci�c times and location per
grade level. Upon arrival, students will be screened and must
wear a mask (except for when having the picture taken). In-
person students will have the picture taken during the school
day.

Thankskgiving Break
When

Monday, Nov. 23rd, 7:30am to Friday,
Nov. 27th, 3pm
Where

13800 Westerloch Drive
Houston, TX



Report Cards on Parent Connect
When

Friday, Dec. 11th, 3pm
Where

This is an online event.

Winter Holiday Break
When

Monday, Dec. 21st, 7:30am to Friday,
Jan. 1st 2021 at 3pm
Where

13800 Westerloch Drive
Houston, TX

Underwriting Campaign

PTO’s largest fundraiser is our Underwriting Campaign. Each year, PTO asks Bush Elementary
families to donate directly to the PTO to help cover the cost of programs and materials which

directly bene�t our school. This year, PTO has already been hard at work making sure our
school is prepared for Reopening by stocking our Nurse Clinic and helping teachers with the

supplies they need to be ready to teach in-person or virtually. Understandably, the uncertainties
and economic downturn this year have impacted many in our community, but any donation you

can make will help ensure the continued success of our school. Each donor of $25 or more
will receive a mask lanyard (one per Bush student). This year’s Underwriting Campaign has
also been extended until June 30, 2021 (February 28, 2021 if you would like your donation

recognition included in the Yearbook), and we are offering payment plans if you choose to
donate at the $500 Red & Navy Club level or above.



Visit www.BBEPTO.com for more information or to make your donation.

Attention all Fifth Grade Parents!

The order for 5th Grade T-shirts will be going in soon. We want to make sure EVERY 5th Grader
—whether virtual or in-person—receives their 5th Grade T-shirt and other materials to recognize
and celebrate their time at Bush Elementary. Please go online TODAY at www.BBEPTO.com to

pay your Fifth Grade Fee and to order additional Fifth Grade T-shirts for your student or
yourself. You can also choose to Help A Friend to make sure all Fifth Graders receive a T-shirt

and get to join in the Fifth Grade Fun!

School Store

School Store is now selling various T-shirts, long sleeve and short sleeve polos, and �eece
hoodies for those chilly classrooms. Let us help you adhere to the new dress code guidelines
by shopping online at www.BBEPTO.com! We also have school supply packages still available
as well as agendas, notebooks, zipper bags, and more. Order now for classroom delivery (for

in-person students) or Friday drive-thru pickup (for virtual students).

Yearbook needs your help

We are looking for some pictures for the yearbook. We need pictures for the following pages:
"First Day of School," "Siblings," "College Shirt Day," and "Distance Learning Looks Like..." If

you have any, please share them with us! Please send no more than 5 photos to
bushptoyearbook@gmail.com and label pictures with students' grade.

Be sure to input your Directory information ASAP!

Don’t lose touch with your friends--our annual Directory can help your child connect with
friends for video calls, playdates, and birthdays. Make sure your family is not left out--go

online to submit your information so we can make a comprehensive Directory. The Directory
won’t be complete without you!! And remember, YOU can choose which non-required �elds you
want to �ll out to include. The submission window will be closing soon so we can go to print,

so don’t wait…complete your information submission now!

Did you remember to join the PTO?

Be sure to join the PTO as soon as possible to ensure you get your free Directory!
NEW for 2020: Become a PTO Pal for $10 and help purchase a PTO Membership for those

who cannot. Your optional donation will be recognized in a BBE PTO publication.
Join online at www.BBEPTO.com to purchase your membership or become a PTO Pal today!

http://bbepto.3dcartstores.com/Donate-to-PTO_c_14.html
http://bbepto.3dcartstores.com/Fifth-Grade-Celebration_c_56.html
http://bbepto.3dcartstores.com/School-Store_ep_54.html
mailto:bushptoyearbook@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVFM3foVJUWf61hmdQNxk5VUO_mzJnkVDgGxJK1irABksDNQ/viewform
http://bbepto.3dcartstores.com/Become-a-PTO-Member_c_13.html



